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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ A. Identifying the Tense of a Verb

Underline the verb in each sentence. In the space provided, write whether the tense 
of the verb is present, past, or future.

_____ 1. As usual, Carl will guess the ending of the mystery.

_____ 2. Karen exercises every day.

_____ 3. Mary Ann Mantell found one of the first dinosaur bones.

_____ 4. I am the winner!

_____ 5. The concert will begin soon.

_____ 6. Nancy Kerrigan skated at the Winter Olympics in 1992.

■ B. Making a Present-Tense Verb Agree with Its Subject

Rewrite each sentence, changing the verb from past tense to present tense. Make sure
the verb agrees with the subject.

1. Taryn walked the dog every day.______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. Both of Dan’s cats liked ice cream.____________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. Your clock ticked so loudly! _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Laquetis practiced the trumpet every day after school. ____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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A verb changes form to show tense and to
agree with its subject. The tense of a verb
tells when the action takes place.

The present tense names an action that
happens regularly. It is also used to express
general truths. In the present tense the base
form of the verb is used, except when the
subject is a singular noun or the pronouns
he, she, or it. With those subjects, you add 
-s or -es to the base form of the verb.

Your roosters crow loudly.

That rooster crows more loudly. 

The past tense names an action that has
already happened. Many verbs in the past
tense end in -d or -ed.

Matt refilled the feeder.

The future tense names an action yet to
happen. The word will is used with the verb
to express future tense.

Next year, Kay will raise hens.

Key Information
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■ A. Analyzing Verb Phrases

Underline each verb or verb phrase. If the verb phrase includes a participle, write the
participle on the line provided, and indicate whether it is a present or past participle.

1. Scientists have predicted an end to the world’s rain forests. ________________________

2. The leaves are changing very slowly this year. ___________________________________

3. That city was the birthplace of the sundae. _____________________________________

4. Leslie’s monster costume had frightened some of the little children. _________________

5. Some time before her solo flight, Earhart had traveled across the Atlantic on another 

record-setting journey. _____________________________________________________

6. Who is bringing the paper plates? ____________________________________________

7. Camille has danced to classical, jazz, and folk music. _____________________________

8. We are using percussion instruments in our presentation. _________________________

9. Tree frogs cling to the bark of trees.___________________________________________

10. Are you walking home after school today?______________________________________

■ B. Using Helping Verbs

Underline the correct form of the helping verb in parentheses.

1. For the last four years, Jeff (has, is) played in a softball league.

2. Hundreds of bats (have, are) living in this cave.

3. Juan and Terry (had, were) helping at the shelter.

4. Before the storm, Nancy (had, was) created a sidewalk chalk painting.

5. At the moment, I (have, am) searching for my glasses.
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Verbs have four principal parts: base form
(look), present participle (looking), past
form (looked ), and past participle
(looked).

Any of the principal parts of a verb except
the past form may be combined with a
helping verb such as be, have, or do.
When one or more helping verbs are used
with a main verb, a verb phrase is formed.

Forms of be—am, is, and are in the present
and was and were in the past—combine
with the present participle of the verb.

We are walking now.
We were jogging before.

Forms of have—have and has in the present 
and had in the past—combine with the
past participle of the verb.

You have walked faster often.
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