
Citing Sources in the Text 

In MLA style, writers place references to sources in the paper to briefly identify them and enable 

readers to find them in the Works Cited list. These parenthetical references should be kept as brief and 

as clear as possible. 

● Give only the information needed to identify a source. Usually the author's last name and a page 

reference are enough. 

● Place the parenthetical reference as close as possible to its source. Insert the parenthetical 

reference where a pause would naturally occur, preferably at the end of a sentence. 

● Information in the parenthesis should complement, not repeat, information given in the text. If 

you include an author's name in a sentence, you do not need to repeat it in your parenthetical 

statement. 

● The parenthetical reference should precede the punctuation mark that concludes the sentence, 

clause, or phrase that contains the cited material. 

● Electronic and online sources are cited just like print resources in parenthetical references. If an 

online source lacks page numbers, omit numbers from the parenthetical references. If an 

online source includes fixed page numbers or section numbering, such as numbering of 

paragraphs, cite the relevant numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples on back→  

 



Author's name in text:  Dover has 
expressed this 

concern (118­21). 

Author's name in reference:  This concern has 
been expressed 
(Dover 118­21). 

Corporate authors (such as websites run by a company or 
organization) 

(United Nations, 
Economic 

Commission for 
Africa 51­63) 

Works with no author 
When a work has no author, use the work's title or a shortened 

version of the title when citing it in text. (If abbreviating a title, begin
with the word by which it is alphabetized in the Works Cited list.): 

as stated by the 
presidential 

commission (Report 
4). 

Online source with numbered paragraphs  (Cornwell, pars. 
4­5) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Works Cited Page Info 
 
My recommendation: When creating your works cited page, use the template found at:
http://www.calvin.edu/library/knightcite/ 

Basic Style for Citations of Electronic Sources (Including 
Online Databases) 
Here are some common features you should try and find before citing electronic sources in MLA 

style. Not every Web page will provide all of the following information. However, collect as much of 

the following information as possible both for your citations and for your research notes: 

● Author and/or editor names (if available) 

● Article name in quotation marks (if applicable) 

● Title of the Website, project, or book in italics. (Remember that some Print publications 

have Web publications with slightly different names. They may, for example, include the 

additional information or otherwise modified information, like domain names [e.g. .com or 

.net].) 

● Any version numbers available, including revisions, posting dates, volumes, or issue 

numbers. 

● Publisher information, including the publisher name and publishing date. 

● Take note of any page numbers (if available). 

● Medium of publication. 

● Date you accessed the material. 

● URL (if required, or for your own personal reference; MLA does not require a URL). 

Citing an Entire Web Site 
It is necessary to list your date of access because web postings are often updated, and 

information available on one date may no longer be available later. If a URL is required or you 

chose to include one, be sure to include the complete address for the site. (Note: The following 

examples do not include a URL because MLA no longer requires a URL to be included.) 

Remember to use n.p. if no publisher name is available and n.d. if no publishing date is given. 

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number. Name 

of institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date 

of resource creation (if available). Medium of publication. Date of access. 

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008. 

Web. 23 Apr. 2008. 



Felluga, Dino. Guide to Literary and Critical Theory. Purdue U, 28 Nov. 2003. Web. 10 

May 2006. 

A Page on a Web Site 
For an individual page on a Web site, list the author or alias if known, followed by the information 

covered above for entire Web sites. Remember to use n.p. if no publisher name is available and 

n.d. if no publishing date is given. 

"How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow. Demand Media, n.d. Web. 24 Feb. 2009. 

An Image (Including a Painting, Sculpture, or Photograph) 
Provide the artist's name, the work of art italicized, the date of creation, the institution and city 

where the work is housed. Follow this initial entry with the name of the Website in italics, the 

medium of publication, and the date of access. 

Goya, Francisco. The Family of Charles IV. 1800. Museo Nacional del Prado, Madrid. 

Museo National del Prado. Web. 22 May 2006. 

Klee, Paul. Twittering Machine. 1922. Museum of Modern Art, New York.The Artchive. 

Web. 22 May 2006. 

If the work is cited on the web only, then provide the name of the artist, the title of the work, the 

medium of the work, and then follow the citation format for a website. If the work is posted via a 

username, use that username for the author. 

brandychloe. "Great Horned Owl Family." Photograph. Webshots. American Greetings, 22 

May 2006. Web. 5 Nov. 2009. 

YouTube Videos 
The MLA does not currently prescribe a citation style for YouTube videos. Based on MLA standards 

for other media formats, we feel that the following format is the most acceptable for citing 

YouTube videos: 

Author’s Name or Poster’s Username. “Title of Image or Video.” Media Type 

Text. Name of Website. Name of Website’s Publisher, date of posting. Medium. date retrieved. 

 

Here is an example of what that looks like: 

 

Shimabukuro, Jake. "Ukulele Weeps by Jake Shimabukuro." Online video clip. 

YouTube. YouTube, 22 Apr. 2006. Web. 9 Sept. 2010. 


